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ABOUT PORTFRINGE POP-UP

POP-UP is  PortFr inge’s  annual  fundrais ing event ,  an exhi larat ing,
one-of-a-k ind community  exper ience in which local  performance
art ists ,  chosen by random lottery ,  are each ass igned one chapter
of a c lass ic work and tasked with present ing i t  in  just  5 minutes.
  
The 10th Annual  PortFr inge POP-UP event is  a macabre and
campy soi rée featur ing performance art  der ived from the short
stor ies and poetry of  Edgar Al lan Poe.  P lanned and rehearsed
with no coordinat ion with the other art ists ,  th is  year ’s  scenes wi l l
be performed in pairs  for  the f i rst  and only  t ime. In  addit ion,  we
wi l l  offer  a Progress ive Raff le featur ing an or iginal  work of  f ine
art  and addit ional  t iers  of  Poe- and Fr inge-themed pr izes ,  p lus a
l ive “Bad Art”  Auct ion—with al l  proceeds support ing the
upcoming 13th PortFr inge Fest ival  in  June 2025. 
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The annual  PortFr inge Pop-Up event would not be poss ible
without the support  of  our  incredible community .  The Planning
Committee would l ike to thank the fol lowing businesses and
indiv iduals  for  making POP-UP: TALES OF POE a success.

SPECIAL THANKS

Angela Coulombe, Chr is  DeFi l ipp,  Green Tree Events ,  R ick
Hami l ton,  Rowan Joyce,  Dan Kolosk i ,  Daniel  Kruglak,  Rebecca

Thomas and the staff  of  Oxbow Blending & Bott l ing,  Mery l
Troop and her amazing gang of ASL interpreters who help us

make PortFr inge more access ible,  and al l  of  the POP-UP
Art ists  who have donated their  t ime and talent th is  spr ing!

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
Open your home and host  a nat ional  or  internat ional
Tour ing Art ist  dur ing th is  summer ’s  fest ival !
Volunteer for  tech or  f ront of  house operat ions!
Join a subcommittee—help out with social  media,
market ing,  volunteer management,  and other fest ival
components!

STAY IN TOUCH
portfr inge@gmai l .com
www.PortFr inge.com
@PortFr inge on social  media



TALESTALES
OF POEOF POE

ARTISTS & SCENES

1 .  THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER
BRIEF SYNOPSIS :  A nameless narrator  v is i ts  h is  chi ldhood fr iend
Roder ick Usher in a decaying mansion,  where mount ing dread
 leads to the supernatural  fal l  of  the Usher fami ly  and their  home.

presented by:
PART 1 :  Mark Magee

PART 2:  Arwyn Sherman

2. THE MURDERS IN THE RUE MORGUE
BRIEF SYNOPSIS :  C.  Auguste Dupin unravels  a bizarre murder 
scene where the culpr i t  def ies al l  logical  expectat ions.

presented by:
PART 1 :  Mad Horse Adjacent

PART 2:  Marie El izabeth



ARTISTS & SCENES

3. THE PIT AND THE PENDULUM

4. THE TELL-TALE HEART

BRIEF SYNOPSIS :  Dur ing the Spanish Inquis i t ion,  a pr isoner must
navigate torturous t raps—including a deadly pendulum blade—to
escape certain doom.

BRIEF SYNOPSIS :  A psychological  thr i l ler  f rom the perspect ive of a
murderer ,  whose obsess ion with h is  v ict im’s  st i l l -beat ing heart  dr ives
him to madness.

presented by:
PART 1 :  The Pine State Pitches

PART 2:  Roundtable Theatre Co.

presented by:
PART 1 :  The Content Collective

PART 2:  Brass Handles Productions

5. THE BLACK CAT
BRIEF SYNOPSIS :  A chi l l ing tale of gui l t  and madness as an
unnamed narrator ’s  a lcohol ism and cruelty  lead to supernatural  
horror  and confess ion.

presented by:
PART 1 :  Mark Shaughnessy

PART 2:  Tandem Theatre Collective



6. THE PURLOINED LETTER

7. THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO

BRIEF SYNOPSIS :  A detect ive is  tasked with retr iev ing a stolen
letter  contain ing sensi t ive information,  which a government off ic ia l
has h idden from the Queen.

BRIEF SYNOPSIS :  Montresor t r icks Fortunato into the catacombs
with the promise of tast ing rare Amonti l lado wine,  then traps h im
ins ide a wal l  and leaves h im to die.

presented by:
PART 1 :  Al len Adams

PART 2:  Out There Theater Company

presented by:
PART 1 :  Sabrina Gallego

PART 2:  Fox Bramble

ARTISTS & SCENES

Read more about our
POP-UP POE Artists on
the next page!

LEARN MORE



ABOUT THE POP-UP ARTISTS

Brass Handles Productions  i s  the ( inspired? demented?) brainchi ld
of Josh Brassard and Zack Handlen,  two goofy theatre art ists  f rom
the Port land,  Maine area.  Their  "F i tzgerald Folk  Tr io with Zack and
Josh" is  back for  a ( t r iumphant? unfortunate?) th i rd year of  wacky,
fo lksy Pop-Up madness.

Fox Bramble  — Todd Br ian Backus hasn’t  brought anything to PopUp
before,  but has attended a few! He worked with h is  company Horn +
Ivory to br ing a reading of The Shadow  by Hans Chr ist ian Andersen
to the second PortFr inge and has enjoyed being an audience
member many years s ince.  In  h is  day job he’s  the l i terary manager
at Port land Stage and his  latest  short  wi l l  be part  of  the Maine
Playwrights Fest ival  th is  year.  

Marie El izabeth  i s  a wr i ter ,  d i rector ,  and teacher who made her
PortFr inge debut in 2024 with the short  p lay ‘Relatable. ’  Her plays
have been staged with the Maine Playwrights Fest ival  and the 24-
Hour Theater Project ,  and she has col laborated on programs with
Mayo Street Arts ,  Port land Ovat ions,  and SPACE Gal lery .  This  year
she wi l l  serve as the dramaturg for  product ions at  The Port land
Players and Lyr ic Music Theater .  

listed alphabetically by last name or company name



ABOUT THE POP-UP ARTISTS
(CONTINUED)

Mad Horse-Adjacent  i s  comprised of Hors ies Al l i son McCal l  and
Marie Stewart  Harmon,  jo ined by Adam Corr iveau.  This  mot ley crew
have created and col laborated on numerous projects with MHTC,
Damnationland,  and PortFr inge,  pr imar i ly  with the intent of
providing giggles and cr inges.  Mar ie and Adam are the creators of
the legendary Grumbo, who made his  PortFr inge debut last  year in
The Semi-Darkness P lace .  Th is  bi t  is  for  a l l  the Murder inos
(SSDGM).

Mark Magee  i s  an art ist ,  actor  and movie/theater buff  who l ives
in Port land,  Maine.  Since 2013,  he has regular ly  part ic ipated in
PortFr inge and i ts  Pop-Up fundraiser .  From 2014 to 2020, he co-
hosted a goofy WMPG FM radio show cal led The Port land Fi les with
fel low PortFr inger ,  Ashley Kotzur .  Mark is  current ly  a Teaching
Art ist  at  Stages Youth Theater and a sales associate at L isa-
Marie 's  Made in Maine.

Out There Theater Company  i s  a 501(c)(3)  nonprof i t  theater
company based in Port land ME that is  committed to foster ing the
theater community  throughout Maine.  They ut i l ize both
convent ional  and nonconvent ional  spaces to further enr ich and
engage our community  in  the arts .  They had their  inaugural
product ion last  year with The 39 Steps ,  and are current ly  p lanning
their  next  season! Joanna Clarke and Sarah Kennedy are both
founding members ,  and are extremely excited to part ic ipate th is
year with fe l low l ike-minded and goofy theater creat ives.



ABOUT THE POP-UP ARTISTS
(CONTINUED)

The Pine State Pitches  are an a cappel la  group based out of
Port land,  Maine.  Founded in 2020 on our col lect ive need for
community  and music after  the isolat ion brought on by the
pandemic,  the Pitches had their  f i rst  performance under the
Chr istmas l ights in  downtown Port land in December 2021 ,  and s ince
then at mult ip le locat ions including The Hi l l  Arts ,  B lue,  Après,  and
hol iday and Pr ide busk ing in downtown Port land.  We are excited to
cont inue shar ing our love for  music and see where we go next.

Mark Shaughnessy  — This  wi l l  be Mark 's  8th year doing Pop-Up,
having in past  years wr i t ten for  and performed with Gen Z,  a group
of young actors who have done Pop-Up s ince they were 10.  As they
are now gear ing up for  col lege,  Mark wi l l  be spearheading th is
year 's  offer ing.  Long l ive Fr inge! 

Arwyn Sherman  i s  a horror  wr i ter  who l ives in Maine.  Their  debut
novel  We, the Miss ing  wi l l  be re leased in Spr ing of next year.

Tandem Theatre Collective i s  a geographical ly  separated,  though
aesthet ical ly  l inked,  group of art ists  dedicated to innovat ive
methods of creat ing theatre and devis ing new works.  Tandem was
founded in Port land,  ME in 2013 and i ts  art ists  are thr i l led to be
part  of  thei r  6th PortFr inge Fest ival .  

Megan Tripaldi  (She/They)  of  The Content Col lect ive,  is  an actor ,
internat ional ly  produced playwright ,  educator ,  poet ,  and mom l iv ing
and work ing in Port land,  ME. They graduated from the Univers i ty  of
Southern Maine with a BA in Theatre in 2012 and received a Masters
Degree in P laywri t ing from Goddard Col lege in 2023.



Edgar Allan Poe was an American poet, author, editor, and literary critic who gained
fame through his macabre poetry and short stories. He is best known for being a
central figure in the rise of Romanticism and Gothic fiction in the United States. He is
thought to be the inventor of the detective fiction genre and contributed to the
emergence of science fiction. 

Poe was born in Boston, Massachusetts as the second child to stage actors David and
Elizabeth Poe. After his father’s abandonment and his mother’s death, Poe was taken
in by John and Frances Allan. He attended the University of Virginia but struggled with
gambling debts, leading to strained relations with his foster father. In search of
stability, Poe enlisted in the Army before pursuing his career in writing. 

Poe married his cousin, Virginia Clemm, when she was barely 13 years old but she
died from tuberculosis in 1847. Poe’s life was marked by tragedy, loss, and personal
struggles, which deeply influenced the tone of his writing. He passed away under
unconfirmed circumstances on October 7, 1849 at the age of 40. 

Poe is best known for his Gothic horror fiction works, often characterised by
emotional intensity, vivid imagery, and a dark exploration of the human psyche. His
works frequently focused on themes of death, madness, and the macabre. He often
employed unreliable narrators, unreliable realities, and the meshing of fantasy with
horror. 

Poe’s reception during his lifetime was mixed, with many critics praising his poetic
talent but dismissing his darker, more serious tales. His unconventional style and
themes led to financial struggle as his work was not always profitable. However, after
his death, Poe’s reputation grew and he became regarded as a pioneering author in
American literary canon. 

Sources:  Barzun, Jacques, Cestre, Charles, Mabbott, Thomas Ollive. "Edgar Allan Poe." Encyclopedia
Britannica, 10 Feb. 2025, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edgar-Allan-Poe. Accessed 5
March 2025.

ABOUT EDGAR ALLAN POE
from dramaturg Rowan Joyce



JUNE 20-28


