A PORTFRINGE POP-UP EVENT

APRIL 5TH, 2025, 7:00 PM
OXBOW BLENDING & BOTTLING



ABOUT PORTFRINGE POP-UP

POP-UP is PortFringe’s annual fundraising event, an exhilarating,
one-of-a-kind community experience in which local performance
artists, chosen by random lottery, are each assigned one chapter
of a classic work and tasked with presenting it in just 5 minutes.

The 10th Annual PortFringe POP-UP event is a macabre and
campy soirée featuring performance art derived from the short
stories and poetry of Edgar Allan Poe. Planned and rehearsed
with no coordination with the other artists, this year’'s scenes will
be performed in pairs for the first and only time. In addition, we
will offer a Progressive Raffle featuring an original work of fine
art and additional tiers of Poe- and Fringe-themed prizes, plus a
live “Bad Art"” Auction—with all proceeds supporting the
upcoming 13th PortFringe Festival in June 2025.

PORTFRINGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Sokvonny Chhouk Patrick Ledwith
Doane Dorchester Tara McDonough
Jessie Dumais Hollie Pryor
Joshua N. Hsu Johnny Speckman
Allison Johnson Rocco Tripaldi

Stacey Koloski

ADDITIONAL POP-UP POE STAFF

Rowan Joyce, Dramaturg
Chris DeFilipp, Stage Manager



SPECIAL THANKS

The annual PortFringe Pop-Up event would not be possible
without the support of our incredible community. The Planning
Committee would like to thank the following businesses and
individuals for making POP-UP: TALES OF POE a success.

Angela Coulombe, Chris DeFilipp, Green Tree Events, Rick
Hamilton, Rowan Joyce, Dan Koloski, Daniel Kruglak, Rebecca
Thomas and the staff of Oxbow Blending & Bottling, Meryl
Troop and her amazing gang of ASL interpreters who help us
make PortFringe more accessible, and all of the POP-UP
Artists who have donated their time and talent this spring!

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

e Open your home and host a national or international
Touring Artist during this summer’s festival!

e Volunteer for tech or front of house operations!

e Join a subcommittee—help out with social media,
marketing, volunteer management, and other festival
components!

STAY IN TOUCH

e portfringeegmail.com
e www.PortFringe.com
e ePortFringe on social media



ARTISTS & SCENES

1. THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER

BRIEF SYNOPSIS: A nameless narrator visits his childhood friend
Roderick Usher in a decaying mansion, where mounting dread
leads to the supernatural fall of the Usher family and their home.

presented by:
PART 1: Mark Magee
PART 2: Arwyn Sherman

2. THE MURDERS IN THE RUE MORGUE

BRIEF SYNOPSIS: C. Auguste Dupin unravels a bizarre murder
scene where the culprit defies all logical expectations.

presented by:
PART 1: Mad Horse Adjacent
PART 2: Marie Elizabeth



ARTISTS & SCENES

3. THE PIT AND THE PENDULUM

BRIEF SYNOPSIS: During the Spanish Inquisition, a prisoner must
navigate torturous traps—including a deadly pendulum blade—to
escape certain doom.
presented by:
PART 1: The Pine State Pitches
PART 2: Roundtable Theatre Co.

4. THE TELL-TALE HEART

BRIEF SYNOPSIS: A psychological thriller from the perspective of a
murderer, whose obsession with his victim’s still-beating heart drives

him to madness.
presented by:

PART 1: The Content Collective
PART 2: Brass Handles Productions

5. THE BLACK CAT

BRIEF SYNOPSIS: A chilling tale of guilt and madness as an
unnamed narrator’s alcoholism and cruelty lead to supernatural

horror and confession.
presented by:

PART 1: Mark Shaughnessy
PART 2: Tandem Theatre Collective



ARTISTS & SCENES

6. THE PURLOINED LETTER

BRIEF SYNOPSIS: A detective is tasked with retrieving a stolen
letter containing sensitive information, which a government official
has hidden from the Queen.

presented by:
PART 1: Allen Adams
PART 2: Out There Theater Company

7. THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO

BRIEF SYNOPSIS: Montresor tricks Fortunato into the catacombs
with the promise of tasting rare Amontillado wine, then traps him

inside a wall and leaves him to die.

presented by:
PART 1: Sabrina Gallego
PART 2: Fox Bramble

LEARN MORE

Read more about our
POP-UP POE Artists on
the next page!



ABOUT THE POP-UP ARTISTS

listed alphabetically by last name or company name

Brass Handles Productions is the (inspired? demented?) brainchild
of Josh Brassard and Zack Handlen, two goofy theatre artists from
the Portland, Maine area. Their "Fitzgerald Folk Trio with Zack and
Josh" is back for a (triumphant? unfortunate?) third year of wacky,
folksy Pop-Up madness.

Fox Bramble — Todd Brian Backus hasn’t brought anything to PopUp
before, but has attended a few! He worked with his company Horn +
lvory to bring a reading of The Shadow by Hans Christian Andersen
to the second PortFringe and has enjoyed being an audience
member many years since. In his day job he's the literary manager
at Portland Stage and his latest short will be part of the Maine
Playwrights Festival this year.

Marie Elizabeth is a writer, director, and teacher who made her
PortFringe debut in 2024 with the short play ‘Relatable.” Her plays
have been staged with the Maine Playwrights Festival and the 24-
Hour Theater Project, and she has collaborated on programs with
Mayo Street Arts, Portland Ovations, and SPACE Gallery. This year
she will serve as the dramaturg for productions at The Portland
Players and Lyric Music Theater.



ABOUT THE POP-UP ARTISTS
(CONTINUED)

Mad Horse-Adjacent is comprised of Horsies Allison McCall and
Marie Stewart Harmon, joined by Adam Corriveau. This motley crew
have created and collaborated on numerous projects with MHTC,
Damnationland, and PortFringe, primarily with the intent of
providing giggles and cringes. Marie and Adam are the creators of
the legendary Grumbo, who made his PortFringe debut last year in
The Semi-Darkness Place. This bit is for all the Murderinos
(SSDGM).

Mark Magee is an artist, actor and movie/theater buff who lives
in Portland, Maine. Since 2013, he has regularly participated in
PortFringe and its Pop-Up fundraiser. From 2014 to 2020, he co-
hosted a goofy WMPG FM radio show called The Portland Files with
fellow PortFringer, Ashley Kotzur. Mark is currently a Teaching
Artist at Stages Youth Theater and a sales associate at Lisa-

Marie's Made in Maine.

Out There Theater Company is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit theater
company based in Portland ME that is committed to fostering the
theater community throughout Maine. They utilize both
conventional and nonconventional spaces to further enrich and
engage our community in the arts. They had their inaugural
production last year with The 39 Steps, and are currently planning
their next season! Joanna Clarke and Sarah Kennedy are both
founding members, and are extremely excited to participate this
year with fellow like-minded and goofy theater creatives.



ABOUT THE POP-UP ARTISTS
(CONTINUED)

The Pine State Pitches are an a cappella group based out of
Portland, Maine. Founded in 2020 on our collective need for
community and music after the isolation brought on by the
pandemic, the Pitches had their first performance under the
Christmas lights in downtown Portland in December 2021, and since
then at multiple locations including The Hill Arts, Blue, Aprés, and
holiday and Pride busking in downtown Portland. We are excited to

continue sharing our love for music and see where we go next.

Mark Shaughnessy — This will be Mark's 8th year doing Pop-Up,
having in past years written for and performed with Gen Z, a group
of young actors who have done Pop-Up since they were 10. As they
are now gearing up for college, Mark will be spearheading this
year's offering. Long live Fringe!

Arwyn Sherman is a horror writer who lives in Maine. Their debut
novel We, the Missing will be released in Spring of next year.

Tandem Theatre Collective is a geographically separated, though
aesthetically linked, group of artists dedicated to innovative
methods of creating theatre and devising new works. Tandem was
founded in Portland, ME in 2013 and its artists are thrilled to be
part of their 6th PortFringe Festival.

Megan Tripaldi (She/They) of The Content Collective, is an actor,
internationally produced playwright, educator, poet, and mom living
and working in Portland, ME. They graduated from the University of
Southern Maine with a BA in Theatre in 2012 and received a Masters
Degree in Playwriting from Goddard College in 2023.



ABOUT EDGAR ALLAN POE

from dramaturg Rowan Joyce

Edgar Allan Poe was an American poet, author, editor, and literary critic who gained
fame through his macabre poetry and short stories. He is best known for being a
central figure in the rise of Romanticism and Gothic fiction in the United States. He is
thought to be the inventor of the detective fiction genre and contributed to the
emergence of science fiction.

Poe was born in Boston, Massachusetts as the second child to stage actors David and
Elizabeth Poe. After his father's abandonment and his mother's death, Poe was taken
in by John and Frances Allan. He attended the University of Virginia but struggled with
gambling debts, leading to strained relations with his foster father. In search of
stability, Poe enlisted in the Army before pursuing his career in writing.

Poe married his cousin, Virginia Clemm, when she was barely 13 years old but she
died from tuberculosis in 1847. Poe's life was marked by tragedy, loss, and personal
struggles, which deeply influenced the tone of his writing. He passed away under
unconfirmed circumstances on October 7, 1849 at the age of 40.

Poe is best known for his Gothic horror fiction works, often characterised by
emotional intensity, vivid imagery, and a dark exploration of the human psyche. His
works frequently focused on themes of death, madness, and the macabre. He often
employed unreliable narrators, unreliable realities, and the meshing of fantasy with
horror.

Poe's reception during his lifetime was mixed, with many critics praising his poetic
talent but dismissing his darker, more serious tales. His unconventional style and
themes led to financial struggle as his work was not always profitable. However, after
his death, Poe's reputation grew and he became regarded as a pioneering author in
American literary canon.

Sources: Barzun, Jacques, Cestre, Charles, Mabbott, Thomas Ollive. "Edgar Allan Poe." Encyclopedia
Britannica, 10 Feb. 2025, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edgar-Allan-Poe. Accessed 5
March 2025.






